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The Situation and Problems of After-School Children’s Clubs
after the Transition to the Comprehensive Support System
for Children and Child-Rearing:

A Study Based on Overseas Trends

Mika IKEMOTO"

Abstract

This paper explains the situation of After-school Children’s Clubs and other after-school policies
(After-school Classes for Children, Children’s Centers, etc.) after the transition to the Comprehensive
Support System for Children and Child-rearing. Now the upper elementary school children are also the target
of After-school Children’s Clubs and the local government is required to formulate a maintenance plan based
on the needs survey. The number of registered children is steadily increasing. With the expansion of
quantitative needs, we can see an increase in the integrated type with After-school Classes for Children in
elementary school, large facilities, expansion of opening hours, shortage of support staff and increase of private
after-school clubs. In accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), overseas after-school
measures are being reviewed from various angles, such as ensuring the safety of staff members, optimizing
opening hours, reflecting the intentions of children, and mandating the external evaluations. In Japan, too, we
should examine after-school measures based on the spirit of CRC along the revised Child Welfare Act article 1.

Keywords : Comprehensive Support System for Children and Child-rearing, After-school Children’s Clubs,
After-school Classes for Children, Children’s Centers, Convention on the Rights of the Child
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