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173. The Working Group observed deeply troubling issues within the media and ;
1entertainment industry, especially in the 1dol and animation sector. The animation market in 1
:Japan has seen a significant increase in profits, reaching 2.74 trillion yen (approximately :
1 520 billion).*” But despite this growth, the annual starting salaries of animators stand at a

' mere 1.5 million yen (roughly $10,000).% This disparity is particularly worrying considering l
|that in 2023, approximately 30.8 per cent of those employed in the industry worked as |
| freelancers or independent contractors, who were reportedly not receiving protection under |
! the current labour laws.® This enables excessively long working hours and perpetuates unfair !
1subcontracting relationships. However, animation production companies, along with their 1
| subcontractors, face no penalties. Furthermore, creators often sign contracts that inadequately |
iprotect their intellectual property rights, creating an environment ripe for exploitation, |
lCombmed with a major labour shortage, it is imperative that businesses in this sector, !
.mcludmg anime production committees, address these issues and exercise leverage 0
lenhance decent work for animators and prevent the potential collapse of this industry. |
; Similarly, in the i1dol industry, the Working Group was informed about young talents being ;
1coerced mnto signing contracts obliging them to comply with every demanding requirement
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